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Conductors

Davy Kazan (Resident Alien Big Band)

Davy Kazan fell in love with jazz at the tender age of 12, when he
took up playing the saxophone at school. He spent many a
weekend sneaking into Sydney’s jazz clubs while still underage
because he wanted to listen to the music.
After qualifying as a chartered accountant he forgot about his
saxophone for over 20 years, and rekindled his love of music
when he joined ESME after moving to Munich. Davy managed the
Big Band for a number of years before stepping into the
leadership role in 2016.

Julia grew up surrounded by music, dance and theater. She sang
in choirs and played flute in orchestra all through her childhood.
She received a bachelor’s degree in Music at Skidmore College
and master’s degree in Vocal Performance at Ithaca College
before moving to Germany to pursue her postgraduate studies in
Vocal Performance at Richard-Strauss-Konservatorium in Munich.
Since 2008 Julia has been nurturing two parallel careers –
performing as a soloist and teaching early music education. Since
joining ESME in 2023 as the Fall Season conductor, Julia has been
enjoying the harmony and beauty of so many voices joined
together, it's a powerful feeling of community indeed.

Julia Chalfin (Singers)

Prof. Dr. M. Orhan Ahiskal, (Orchestra)
String performer of the Year in Turkey at the 2016 Donizetti
Classical Music Awards, violinist Orhan Ahıskal is celebrated for his
versatile artistry, spanning Baroque to avant-garde compositions.
Praised for his warm stage presence and dynamic performances, he
has been described as “a violinist of the highest caliber” and “a first-
class soloist”. A soloist with orchestras and a passionate chamber
musician, he has given over 400 recitals in over 30 countries.

Through his HitTheRoad Cultural Journeys, Ahıskal
offers a unique blend of music, history, and
education with lectures, master-classes,
documentaries, and music-themed city tours,
inspiring music-curious individuals worldwide. An
orchestral pedagogue, he has been conducting
youth and conservatory orchestras for over 30 years.



--- Intermission ---

Programme — Summer 2́5 

Roumanian Folk Dances      

W. A. Mozart

Fast Car

Come Again

Fine Knacks for Ladies

Wannabe (as an English Madrigal)

Adiemus from Songs of Sanctuary

Wanting Memories

Celtic Dance

Hela Rotan

The Resident Alien Big Band

Tracy Chapman

John Dowland

John Dowland

Spice Girls

Karl Jenkins

Ysaye M. Barnwell

Kirby Shaw

Indonesian Folk Song

In the second half of our concert, we invite you to the next door Wirtshaus to  relax,
grab a drink and enjoy our Resident Alien Big Band, with their repertoire ranging
from funk to jazz, swing to Latin beats. We also invite you to leave your chair, walk
around or - better yet - hit the dance floor!

        Bela Bartók

Symphony in D major
(Paris Symphony)                                 

Orchestra

Singers

Orchestra & Singers

April is in my Mistress‘ face Thomas Morley



Orchestra 

Violin 1

Conductor 

Flute 

Orhan Ahiskal

Ana Garcia Canteli
Elisa Herkner Silva
Liselotte Wolters

Birgit Heydenreich
Hsiu-Ju Lin
Maximilian Messelken

Clarinet

Christian Brandel
Nihan Devranoglu
Julia Dougherty
Sybille Fischer
Ayako Ito
Niels Killius
Maia Schmidt * 
Lasse Stüben
Elisabet Tremps

Violin 2

Oboe

Santiago Gómez Evain
Finley Klee
Katharina Kreilein
Paraskevi Malakozi
Inge Schlüer
Léa Vernisse

David Freer

Michael Dickensheets
Jane Ross

Bassoon
/Piccolo

Elaine Kazan

Richard Bromham
László Fáskerti
Victor Galea
Klaus Maier
Barthelemy Pecquet
Kerry Wake-Dyster

Cello Trombone Matthew Keasling

Piano Roland Weingut

Bent Schönemann

Viola Alina Acosta
Camille Esposito
John Fitzgerald

*Concertmaster

Mark HammondBass

Trumpet

Timpani

Not all are performing this evening

Valentin Salih



Hanna Algora
Yara Boustani
Genevieve Cory     
Sonsoles Hernanz
Sophie Heugenhauser
Aziza Kamphausen
Katherine LaClair
Maria Alejandra Leon Florez        
Laura Mora
Eva Netzhammer
Lolita Niles
Inge Schlüer
Özgür Selvi Tasdan
Morgan Siegel
Helen Wedekind
Elli Wieser
Isabel Wilkinson

Tenor

Not all are performing this evening

Murilo Bellatini
Pavel Detistov
Victor Galea
Linus Heckemann
Finley Klee
John Odrian
Thomas Padel
Simon Pfanzelt
Sahil Ratra
Matthias Swoboda
Siegfried Wagner
Ben Hsi-Wei Wang

Piano Léa Vernisse 

Alto

Singers

Soprano Jolanta Barszczewska-Godenir
Emily Burnell Petrou
Kate Denis-Smith
Kirsty Grace
Frances Hughes
Jana Huß
Annie Janssen
Helen Korytowski
Elmira Mahmoud Janloo
Diana Parvu
Sabine Pröllochs
Carly Russell
Emilie Song
Emily Tuffley
Michelle Van Camp
Léa Vernisse
Fin Walsh
Linda Westernhagen
Yuqing Xiong

Felix Auld
Stefano Ceolin
Luis de la Osa de la Rosa
Gustav Finley
Tom Flower
Christian Gebbe
Mark Hammond
Dang Huynh
Federico Jenichen
Christian Popp
Rodrigo Quiero
Curtis Rossi
Daniel Silva Luna
Ahmet Hamdi Tokel 

Bass

Julia ChalfinConductor 



Resident Alien Big Band 

Davy Kazan

Mikael Ahlstedt
Alister Clarke
Elaine Kazan
Michael Dickensheets
Carina Kraft
Michael Mosch
James Myles
Thomas Schäf
Miguel Ramirez Wong

Elio di Bernardo
Leopold Cario
Pavel Detistov
Thomas Eingartner
Christian Kiefhaber
Matti Ukkola

Ryanne Leong
Ilya Meignan-Messon
Chris Roth
Christoph Zwosta

 Saxophone

Trombone

Trumpet 

Mayya Bychkova
Christian Gegg
Joao Paolo Martins
Bent Schönemann
Daniel Schulz
Ray Sönning

Mirja Bächle-Gerstmann
Elaine Kazan
Edu de la Fuente
Caro Kelley
Carina Little

Richard Bromham
Ray Sönning

Rhythm

Tech

Vocals

Not all are performing this evening

Band Leader 



A big thanks goes to all the members
who devote much of their free time
to running the organisation and who
do all the hard work involved in
putting on such a concert. We would
also like to thank all members who
help publicise and advertise events,
run our social media and websites,
organise rehearsals and basically do
everything else which is involved in
keeping us running. You know who
you are! Furthermore, we would like to
thank all of our non-members who
help out by taking photographs and
transporting equipment. Every little
thing helps and is much appreciated!
Last but not least a big thank-you to
you, our audience and amazing
supporters, for coming to see us
tonight.

Thank You!

Yara Boustani
Genevieve Cory 
Ana Garcia Canteli
Emily Burnell Petrou
Özgür Selvi Tasdan

ESME Board

ESME Publicity

Léa Vernisse, Michael Mosch (Chairs) 
Helen Wedekind (Treasurer)
Paraskevi Malakozi (Secretary)
Jolanta Barszczewska-Godenir 
 (Concert Manager, Artistic Director)
Linda Westernhagen, Elli Wieser 
 (Concert Administrator) 
Maia Schmidt (Orchestra Manager) 
Finley Klee (Singers Manager) 
Elaine Kazan (Big Band Manager)
Linus Heckemann (IT Manager)



Upcoming
Performances

Who we are Get in touch
ESME e.V. is a non-profit organization
of enthusiastic musicians who perform
in three ensembles — the ESME
Orchestra, the ESME Singers & the
Resident Alien Big Band. ESME e.V.
boasts over 160 passionate members
from more than 30 countries. 

Join us for an unforgettable evening of music at the ESME Summer Concert,
featuring all three of our ensembles: the ESME Orchestra, the ESME Singers,
and the Resident Alien Big Band!
The orchestra will present a vibrant programme including works by Bartók
and Mozart, while the Singers will delight with a diverse selection ranging
from the timeless beauty of English madrigals to imaginative arrangements
across different genres.
The first part of the concert will showcase our Singers and Orchestra,
followed by a post-concert party with the swinging Resident Alien Big Band-
so don’t forget to put on your dancing shoes!

Make sure to check our website for
more information and future
performances – follow us and get
in touch on Facebook & Instagram!

www.esme-ev.de

27.07.25
RABB: Tanzserenade, Gasteig HP8
03.08.25
RABB:  Munich Sessions Summerfest
Rindermakt 
17.10.25
RABB: Karaoke 
Neue Ziegelei, Bogenhausen
13.12. 2025
ESME Winter Concert
Künstlerhaus am Lenbachplatz


