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Conductors

Davy Kazan (Resident Alien Big Band)

Davy Kazan fell in love with jazz at the tender age of 12, when he
took up playing the saxophone at school. He spent many a
weekend sneaking into Sydney’s jazz clubs while still underage
because he wanted to listen to the music.
After qualifying as a chartered accountant he forgot about his
saxophone for over 20 years, and rekindled his love of music
when he joined ESME after moving to Munich. Davy managed the
Big Band for a number of years before stepping into the
leadership role in 2016.

Julia grew up surrounded by music, dance and theater. She sang
in choirs and played flute in orchestra all through her childhood.
She received a bachelor’s degree in Music at Skidmore College
and master’s degree in Vocal Performance at Ithaca College
before moving to Germany to pursue her postgraduate studies in
Vocal Performance at Richard-Strauss-Konservatorium in Munich.
Since 2008 Julia has been nurturing two parallel careers –
performing as a soloist and teaching early music education. Since
joining ESME in 2023 as the Fall Season conductor, Julia has been
enjoying the harmony and beauty of so many voices joined
together, it's a powerful feeling of community indeed.

Julia Chalfin (Singers)

Prof. Dr. M. Orhan Ahiskal, (Orchestra)
String performer of the Year in Turkey at the 2016 Donizetti
Classical Music Awards, violinist Orhan Ahıskal is celebrated for his
versatile artistry, spanning Baroque to avant-garde compositions.
Praised for his warm stage presence and dynamic performances, he
has been described as “a violinist of the highest caliber” and “a first-
class soloist”. A soloist with orchestras and a passionate chamber
musician, he has given over 400 recitals in over 30 countries.

Through his HitTheRoad Cultural Journeys, Ahıskal
offers a unique blend of music, history, and
education with lectures, master-classes,
documentaries, and music-themed city tours,
inspiring music-curious individuals worldwide. An
orchestral pedagogue, he has been conducting
youth and conservatory orchestras for over 30 years.



Evening Rise
Traditional Native American folk song 

arr. Meinhard Ansohn

Bogoróditse Djévo Arvo Pärt

God Rest You, Merry Gentlemen English Carol, arr. John Høybye

For Good (from the Broadway musical “Wicked”) Stephen Schwartz
arr, Kirby Shaw

Come to the Music Joseph M. Martin

Singers

Abendlied Josef Gabriel Rheinberger

Georg Friedrich Handel

Orchestra
Music for the Royal Fireworks HWV 351 (1742)

Georg Friedrich Handel

Orchestra & Singers
Oratorio Messiah HWV 56 (1741)             

Programme — A Very Wicked Christmas 

Piccolo:        Elaine Kazan
Percussion: Bent Schönemann
                      Thomas Eingartner

I. Overture
IV. La Réjouissance 
V. Menuets I and II

Soloists: Julia Chalfin (soprano), Victor Galea (tenor), John Fitzgerald (bass)

For unto us a child is born (duet chorus)
•⁠ ⁠Recitative. And the angel said unto them (secco recitative for soprano)
•⁠ ⁠And suddenly there was with the angel (accompanied recitative for soprano)
•⁠ ⁠Glory to God in the highest (chorus)
•⁠ ⁠Aria. Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion (soprano)
•⁠ ⁠Why do the nations so furiously rage together (bass)
•⁠ ⁠Aria. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron (tenor)
•⁠ ⁠Hallelujah (chorus)



Orchestra & Resident Alien Big Band

Defying Gravity Stephen Schwartz(from the Broadway musical “Wicked”)

Michael Bublé, Alan Chang
transcribed and adapted Cy Payne

Resident Alien Big Band

Santa Baby
Joan Javits, Phil Springer, Tony Springer

arr. Roger Holmes

Save the Last Dance
 Mort Shuman, Doc Pomus,

arr. W. Scott Ragsdale

Almost Like Being in Love Alay Jay Lerner, Frederick Loewe
transcribed and adapted Myles Collins

Frosty the Snowman                                           Steven Nelson, Jack Rollins
arr. Mike Lewis

Cold December Night

Popular (from the Broadway Musical “Wicked” Stephen Schwarz
arr. Magnus Bakken

(There's No Place Like) Home For The Holidays Al Stillman and Robert Allen
Arr. John Wasson

Soloists: Glinda: Yara Boustani, Elphaba: Katie Thostenson

--- Intermission ---



Jolanta Barszczewska-Godenir
Emily Burnell Petrou
Daniela Castro Herrera
Joyce Chalfin
Kate Denis-Smith
Kirsty Grace
Frances Hughes
Jana Huß
Anne Janssen
Helen Korytowski
Elmira Mahmoud Janloo
Diana Parvu
Sabine Pröllochs
Betsy Riley Harclerode
Carly Russell
Emilie Song Wratil
Katie Thostenson
Emily Tuffley
Michelle Van Camp
Fin Walsh
Linda Westernhagen
Jacqueline Xiong

Hanna Algora
Yara Boustani
Genevieve Cory     
Sonsoles Hernanz
Sophie Heugenhauser
Aziza Kamphausen
Eylül Kukukiravul
Katherine LaClair
Maria Alejandra Leon
Florez        
Laura Mora
Eva Netzhammer
Lolita Niles
Inge Schlüer
Özgür Selvi Tasdan
Morgan Siegel
Helen Wedekind
Elli Wieser
Isabel Wilkinson

Not all are performing this evening

Tenor Pavel Detistov
David Elliot
Gustav Finley
Victor Galea
Finley Klee
Thomas Padel
Simon Pfanzelt
Bernd Plank
Sahil Ratra
Robert Reichert
Matthias Swoboda
Ben Hsi-Wei Wang

Piano Léa Vernisse 

Alto

Singers

Soprano

Felix Auld
Stefano Ceolin
Luis de la Osa de la Rosa
Tom Flower
Francesco Gori
Mark Hammond
Dang Huynh
Federico Jenichen
Christian Popp
Rodrigo Queiro
Curtis Rossi
Jonas Rybnicek
Daniel Silva Luna
Ahmet Hamdi Tokel 

Bass

Julia ChalfinConductor 



Orchestra 

Violin 1

Conductor 

Flute 

Orhan Ahiskal

Ana Garcia 
Lauren Mason
Karen Redinger Emmendorfer
Elisa Herkner Silva
Liselotte Wolters

Birgit Heydenreich
Hsiu-Ju Lin
Maximilian Messelken

Clarinet

Christian Brandel
Nihan Devranoglu
Julia Dougherty
Sybille Fischer
Horst-Iwan Brack
Niels Killius
Maia Schmidt * 
Lasse Stüben
Elisabet Tremps

Violin 2
Oboe

Lydia Blum
Isabel Burlingame
Santiago Gómez Evain
Katharina Kreilein
Paraskevi Malakozi
Russel Que
Inge Schlüer
Léa Vernisse

Michael Dickensheets
Jane Ross

Bassoon Elaine Kazan

Richard Bromham
Victor Galea
Klaus Maier
Barthélemy Pecquet
Efia Prodan
Kerry Wake-Dyster

Cello Trombone Matthew Keasling

Piano Roland Weingut

Bent Schönemann

Viola Camille Esposito
John Fitzgerald
Ulf Reichardt
Robin Winzler

*Concertmaster

Mark Hammond
Jonathan Harclerode

Double
Bass

Timpani

Not all are performing this evening

Trumpet David Freer

French 
Horn

Stefanie Hackel
Erland Meyer

Birgit Miederhoff 



Mikael Ahlstedt
Michael Dickensheets
Elaine Kazan
Carina Kraft
Michael Mosch
James Myles
Thomas Schäf
Isabella Shrimpton

Resident Alien Big Band 

Davy Kazan

Emma Gill
Ryanne Leong
Ilya Meignan-Messon
Chris Roth

 Saxophone

Trombone

Leopold Cario
Pavel Detistov
Thomas Eingartner
Christian Kiefhaber
Matti Ukkola

Trumpet 

Mayya Bychkova
Safouen Jaouani
Bent Schönemann
Daniel Schulz
Ray Sönning

Edu de la Fuente
Caro Kelley

Richard Bromham
Ray Sönning

Rhythm

Tech

Vocals

Band Leader 



A big thanks goes to all the members
who devote much of their free time
to running the organisation and who
do all the hard work involved in
putting on such a concert. We would
also like to thank all members who
help publicise and advertise events,
run our social media and websites,
organise rehearsals and basically do
everything else which is involved in
keeping us running. You know who
you are! Furthermore, we would like to
thank all of our non-members who
help out by taking photographs and
transporting equipment. Every little
thing helps and is much appreciated!
Last but not least a big thank-you to
you, our audience and amazing
supporters, for coming to see us
tonight.

Thank You!

Who we are Get in touch
ESME e.V. is a non-profit organization of enthusiastic
musicians who perform in three ensembles — the
ESME Orchestra, the ESME Singers & the Resident
Alien Big Band. ESME e.V. boasts over 160
passionate members from more than 30 countries. 

Make sure to check our
website for more information
and future performances –
follow us and get in touch on
Facebook & Instagram!

www.esme-ev.de

Upcoming performances

ESME Board

Yara Boustani
Emily Burnell Petrou
Genevieve Cory 
Özgür Selvi Tasdan

ESME Publicity

Léa Vernisse, Michael Mosch (Chairs) 
Helen Wedekind (Treasurer)
Paraskevi Malakozi (Secretary)
Jolanta Barszczewska-Godenir 
(Concert Manager, Artistic Director)
Elli Wieser (Concert Administrator) 
Maia Schmidt (Orchestra Manager) 
Finley Klee (Singers Manager) 
Elaine Kazan (Big Band Manager)
Linus Heckemann (IT Manager)

Photographer
Andreas Zachow

ESME Summer Concert 
5 July 2026
Kulturzentrum Trudering

Big Band Live Karaoke
7 March 2026
Kultur Neue Ziegelei

18 December 2025
Lost Weekend 

ESME Spring Showcase
25 April 2026
Einstein Kultur

Christmas with the RABB


